Unawareness of "illnesses": a case of right-sided hemiballism.
The Authors describe a non-demented patient who, after a left subthalamic haemorrhage causing hemiballism, was completely unaware of both neurological (i.e., dyskinesias) and non-neurological (i.e., cough) symptoms occurring after the stroke. In contrast, he was perfectly able to acknowledge pathological conditions affecting him before the brain damage. Neuropsychological assessment showed no cognitive defects, but revealed the presence of frontal behaviours (e.g., perseverations and utilization behaviours). This unusual clinical picture was ascribed to damage of frontal-subcortical circuits involved in conscious representation of current bodily states.